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[ propose a paper for the ASLH meeting at Dallas in November 2009 a paper to be delivered in
conjunction with one from Prof. Robert Palmer of the University of Houston. Prof. Palmer has an
Anglo-American Legal Tradition website on which he has made available images of the medieval and
early modern English Plea Rolls, the official Latin manuscript records of litigation in the principle
royal courts of justice in England. I have compiled a database, an Index and Paraphrase of Printed
Year Books, 1268-1535, on which I have created records for every printed Year Book case, law
reports written in law French by lawyers present in courts, recording dialogue between lawyers

and judges. My database has more than 22,000 records indexing Year Book cases under about 40
headings, and the records are linked to the relevant images in a recently reprinted Vulgate edition of
the early printed Year Books. My Year Book cases contain the back-and-forth of legal arguments,
which is left out of Palmer's Plea Roll material. His records contain the actual names of the parties
and the results of cases, most of which are missing in my Year Book cases, so the two resources
complement each other. 1 will adapt my presentation to coordinate with Palmer's, but would expect
to talk about the choices I have made to standardize some features of the year Book reports, omit
others, and highlight still others in my database. I should have reached the last Year Book report in
the chronological series by next November, which would make it a fitting time for me to report my
progress.
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