
Proposed book panel on Thomas J. Sugrue, Sweet Land of Liberty: The Forgotten Struggle for 
Civil Rights in the North (New York: Random House, 2008) 

  

Tom Sugrue’s terrific new book on civil rights in the North takes regionalism seriously, turning 
attention to the struggle against systematic racial discrimination above the Mason‐Dixon line. 
Complicating the traditional distinctions between North and South, de jure and de facto, Sugrue 
finds that subtler and less graphic but no less tenacious activism transformed the North over the 
course of the twentieth century.  Indeed, Sugrue claims, Northerners prefigured southern 
activists in some ways, dismantling Jim Crow in theaters, swimming pools, at beaches and 
lunch counters in the decades before sit‐ins and marches galvanized the South.  Sugrue’s work 
on schools and suburbs is especially riveting, as he reveals the legal dodges deployed by school 
officials and housing developers, and the ways that aggressive rhetoric often backfired for 
integrationists.  He also offers a reappraisal of Brown v. Board of Education and its impact on 
Northern protest and litigation strategies, exploring the ways that northern activists and 
attorneys challenged the boundaries of civil rights law. This was a movement less inflected by 
religion than in the South, where the simple articulation of equality drew out water cannons 
and dogs.  In the North, community action– including boycotts, job actions, school protests, just 
to name a few– combined elements of non‐violence and self‐defense. Sugrue’s bold and 
panoramic new canvas for civil rights history has much for legal historians to sink their teeth 
into, and has already drawn widespread press and scholarly attention. It opens up new ways of 
exploring civil rights law and twentieth‐century legal history. 

  

Four scholars – Mark Tushnet of Harvard Law School, Risa Goluboff of the University of 
Virginia Law School, Adrienne Davis of Washington University Law School, and Gary Gerstle 
of Vanderbilt’s History Department – will discuss Sweet Land of Liberty, and Thomas Sugrue of 
the University of Pennsylvania will respond.  Bill Novak of the University of Michigan Law 
School will chair and moderate the session. 

 



Thomas J. Sugrue is Edmund J. and Louise W. Kahn Professor of History and 
Sociology at the University of Pennsylvania. A specialist in twentieth-century American 
politics, urban history, civil rights, and race, Sugrue was educated at Columbia; King's 
College, Cambridge; and Harvard, where he earned his Ph.D. in 1992. He is author of 
Sweet Land of Liberty: The Forgotten Struggle for Civil Rights in the North (Random 
House, 2008), a Main Selection of the History Book Club. His first book, The Origins of 
the Urban Crisis: Race and Inequality in Postwar Detroit (Princeton University Press, 
1996), won the Bancroft Prize in American History, the Philip Taft Prize in Labor 
History, the President's Book Award  of the Social Science History Association, and the 
Urban History Association Award for Best Book in North American Urban History and 
was selected a Choice Outstanding Academic Book, an American Prospect On-Line Top 
Shelf Book on Race and Inequality, and a Lingua Franca Breakthrough Book on Race. It 
has been translated into Japanese. In 2005, Princeton University Press selected The 
Origins of the Urban Crisis as one of its 100 most influential books of the past one 
hundred years and published a new edition as a Princeton Classic. 

Sugrue is working on three book projects. He is writing a history of twentieth-century 
America with Glenda Gilmore of Yale University (under contract with W.W. Norton). In 
2009 Sugrue will deliver the Lawrence Stone Lectures in History at Princeton University 
on “The End of Race? Barack Obama as History,” to be published as a book by Princeton 
University Press. His long-term project is a history of real estate in America from 
European conquest to the foreclosure crisis. Sugrue's other books include W.E.B. Du 
Bois, Race and the City: The Philadelphia Negro and its Legacy (University of 
Pennsylvania Press, 1998), co-edited with Michael B. Katz and, more recently, The New 
Suburban History (University of Chicago Press, 2006) with Kevin Kruse. With Michael 
Kazin and Glenda Gilmore, he is co-editor of the book series Politics and Culture in 
Modern America at the University of Pennsylvania Press. He is also a consulting editor 
for a new series, Studies in Postwar American Political Development, at Oxford 
University Press and now serves on the editorial board of the Journal of Policy History 
and the Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography. 

Sugrue has published over 30 scholarly articles on a wide range of topics including 
modern American culture, politics, and law, affirmative action, twentieth-century 
conservatism and liberalism, race, urban economic development, suburbanization, 
poverty and public policy, and colonial American history. His essays and reviews have 
also appeared in London Review of Books, The Nation, Dissent, Washington Post, Boston 
Globe, Chicago Tribune, Detroit Free Press, and Philadelphia Inquirer. Sugrue's essay 
"Affirmative Action from Below" was published in The Best American History Essays 
2006 (Palgrave Macmillan), and his work has been translated into Japanese, German, and 
Hungarian. 

Sugrue has won fellowships and grants from the Guggenheim Foundation, Fletcher 
Foundation, Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton, American Philosophical Society, 
American Council of Learned Societies, the National Endowment for the Humanities, 
Kellogg Foundation, and Social Science Research Council, and has been Research 
Fellow in Governmental Studies at the Brookings Institution in Washington, DC. He is 



also an invited fellow at the Center for the Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences at 
Stanford. He has been a visiting professor at Harvard, New York University and the 
École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales in Paris. As a 2007 winner of the 
Organization of American Historians/Japanese Association of American Studies 
Residency, he spent part of summer 2007 at Nanzan University in Nagoya, Japan.  

Sugrue has also served on the boards of the Urban History Association (UHA), and the 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania (for four years, Vice Chair for the Library), has co-
chaired the program committee of the Social Science History Association (SSHA) and 
has served on program and prize committees for the Organization of American 
Historians, the Policy History Association, UHA, and SSHA. 

Sugrue is an award-winning teacher. His courses on America in the 1960s and on U.S. 
History from 1877-1933 have been selected "Hall of Fame Classes" by the Penn Course 
Review and he won the 1998 Richard Dunn Teaching Award in the Department of 
History. He has advised dissertations in history, social welfare, American civilization, 
sociology, and the history and sociology of science, and has served as an external 
examiner at Brown and Rutgers, and a three-time mentor for dissertation fellows at the 
Miller Center of Public Affairs at the University of Virginia. He is a member of the 
faculty advisory committees for the Urban Studies Program, the Urban Education 
Program, the Africana Studies Graduate Program, the Greenfield Intercultural Center, 
and the Program in Non-Profits, Universities, Communities, and Schools through the 
Barbara and Edward Netter Center for Community Partnerships. He is also a faculty 
associate of the Penn Institute on Urban Research. 

Outside the classroom, Sugrue combines scholarly research and civic engagement. A 
longtime resident of Philadelphia, he served for more than six years as Vice Chair of the 
Philadelphia Historical Commission, the city agency that handles preservation, planning, 
and development issues. Sugrue is co-chair of the board of directors of the Bread and 
Roses Community Fund, a foundation that supports grassroots organizations working for 
racial and economic equality. He is also involved in civil rights and urban policy locally 
and nationally. He served as an expert for the University of Michigan in the two federal 
lawsuits concerning affirmative action in its undergraduate and law school admissions, 
decided by the U.S. Supreme Court in 2003. More recently, he served as an expert in the 
voting rights case, U.S. v. City of Euclid, Ohio. And he was a member of President-Elect 
Barack Obama’s advisory committee on urban and metropolitan policy. 

Sugrue has given more than 200 talks to audiences at colleges and universities throughout 
the U.S., in Canada, Britain, Germany, France, and Japan, and to academic conferences, 
community groups, foundations, and religious organizations. Since 2002, he has served 
as an Organization of American Historians Distinguished Lecturer.  
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 WILLIAM J. NOVAK 
 
Department of History      American Bar Foundation 
The University of Chicago      750 N. Lake Shore Dr. 
Chicago, IL  60637                           Chicago, IL 
60611 
(773) 702-7938       (312) 988-6581 
nov9@uchicago.edu       wnovak@abfn.org 
 
 
EMPLOYMENT 
1997 -  Associate Professor of History, The University of Chicago. 
 
2000 -  Research Professor, American Bar Foundation. 
 
2007 (Fall) Visiting Professor of Law, University of Michigan Law School. 
 
2004 (Fall) Visiting Professor of Law, New York University Law School . 
 
1991 - 1997 Assistant Professor of History, The University of Chicago. 
 
1994 - 2000 Director, Center for Comparative Legal History. 
 
2003 - 2005 Editor (with Jack Heinz & Laura Beth Nielsen), Law and Social Inquiry. 
 
1995 - 1998 Book Review Editor, Law & History Review. 
 
1989 - 1991 Assistant Director, Institute for Legal Studies, University of Wisconsin Law 

School;  Coordinator of the Civil Rights Conference "A Century of Civil 
Rights Struggle," November, 1989. 

 
 
EDUCATION 
1991  Ph.D.  Brandeis University, History of American Civilization.  

Dissertation:  "Salus Populi:  The Roots of Regulation in America, 
1787-1873." 

 
1983  M.A.  Case Western Reserve University, History.  Thesis:  "Lawyers for 

Progress:  Newton D. Baker and John H. Clarke in American 
Progressivism." 

 
1983  B.A.  Case Western Reserve University, History. 
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BOOKS 

The People's Welfare:  Law and Regulation in Nineteenth-Century America 
(Legal History Series, University of North Carolina Press, December, 
1996).  Winner of the American Historical Association=s Littleton-Griswold 
Prize, Best Book in the History of Law and Society. 

 
The Democratic Experiment: New Directions in American Political History.  

Edited with Meg Jacobs and Julian Zelizer (Princeton University Press,  
2003). 

 
 
ARTICLES      

AThe Myth of the >Weak= American State,@ American Historical Review 113 (June 
2008), 752-772. 

 
AA State of Legislatures,@ Polity 40 (July 2008), 340-347. 

 
APolice Power and the Transformation of the American State,@ in Markus Dubber 

and Mariana Valverde, eds., Police and the Liberal State (Stanford 
University Press, 2008), 54-73. 

 
APublic-Private Governance: A History,@ in Martha Minow and Jody Freeman, 

eds., Outsourcing the U.S. (forthcoming, Harvard University Press, 2008). 
 

AThe Not-So-Strange Birth of the Modern American State,@ Law and History 
Review 24 (2006), 193-200.  

 
AThe Legal Transformation of Citizenship in Nineteenth-Century America,@ in Meg 

Jacobs, William J. Novak, and Julian Zelizer, eds., The Democratic 
Experiment: New Directions in American Political History (Princeton 
University Press, 2003), 85-119. 

 
AThe Pluralist State: The Convergence of Public and Private Power in America,@ 

in Wendy Gamber, Michael Grossberg, and Hendrik Hartog, eds., 
American Public Life and the Historical Imagination (University of Notre 
Dame Press, 2003), 27-48. 

 
APrivate Wealth and Public Health: A Critique of Richard Epstein=s Defense of the 

>Old= Public Health,@ Perspectives in Biology and Medicine 46 (Summer, 
2003 Supplement), S176-S198.  

 
AThe Legal Origins of the Modern American State,@  in Bryant Garth, Robert 
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Kagan, and Austin Sarat, eds., Looking Back at Law=s Century: Time, 
Memory, Change (Cornell University Press, 2002), 249-283. 

AThe American Law of Association: The Legal-Political Construction of Civil 
Society,@ Studies in American Political Development 15 (2001), 163-188. 

 
ALaw, Capitalism, and the Liberal State: The Historical Sociology of James 

Willard Hurst,@ Law and History Review, 18 (2000), 97-145. 
 

"Common Regulation:  The Legal Origins of State Power in America," Hastings 
Law Journal 45 (1994), 1061-1097. 

 
"Public Economy and the Well-Ordered Market:  Law and Economic Regulation 

in Nineteenth-Century America," Law and Social Inquiry 18 (1993), 1-32.  
Reprinted in James W. Ely, Jr., ed., Property Rights in American History: 
From the Colonial Era to the Present (6 vols., New York, 1997), I, 
233-264. 

 
"John Marshall," in Richard Fox and James Kloppenberg, eds., A Companion to 

American Thought (Blackwell, 1995). 
 

"Intellectual Origins of the State Police Power:  The Common Law Vision of a 
Well-Regulated Society," Institute for Legal Studies Working Paper, Legal 
History Series (June, 1989). 

 
Book Reviews in Business History Review (David A. Moss, When All Else 

Fails, 2003) Journal of American History (Gregory Alexander, 
Commodity and Propriety, 2000;  James R. Stoner, Common Law and 
Liberal Theory, 1993;  Herbert Hovenkamp, Enterprise and American 
Law, 1992;  Paul Kens,  Judicial Power and Reform Politics, 1992);  
Law and History Review (William James Booth, Households:  On the 
Moral Architecture of the Economy, 1996);  Journal of Interdisciplinary 
History (David J. Bodenhamer, Fair Trial, 1994);  American Journal of 
Legal History (Paul and Dickman,  Liberty, Property, and Government, 
1990). 

 
 
WORKS-IN-PROGRESS 

The People=s Government: Law and the Creation of the Modern American State. 
A history of the transformation of American governance in the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries focused on the ascendancy of 
modern liberal statecraft:  the centralization of public power, the 
individualization of private right, and the constitutionalization of American 
law. 
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HONORS AND GRANTS 

University of Michigan Law School, Visiting Professorship (Fall 2007) 
 

New York University Law School, Visiting Professorship (Fall 2004) 
 

American Bar Foundation, Visiting Research Fellowship (1999-2000) 
 

Littleton-Griswold Prize, Best Book on the History of American Law and Society, 
American Historical Association (1996-97). 

 
J. David Greenstone Memorial Grant, University of Chicago Social Sciences 

Division (1997-98). 
 

William H. Donner Foundation Development Grant (with Julius Kirshner) for 
Center for Comparative Legal History (1994-98, #94-0277) 

 
John M. Olin Faculty Fellowship in Political Thought and History (1993-94, 

#6-34822). 
 

Social Sciences Divisional Research Grant, The University of Chicago (1992-93). 
 

Legal History Fellowship, Institute for Legal Studies, UW-Law School 
(1988-1991). 

 
Rose Crown Fellowship in the History of American Civilization at Brandeis 

(1984-1988). 
 

Julia Edwards Graduate Fellowship in History at CWRU (1983). 
 

Phi Beta Kappa (1983). 
 

Clarence Cramer and John Hall Stewart Awards in History at CWRU (1982 & 
1983). 
 

Peter Witt Scholarship (1982). 
 
 
SELECTED PAPERS, ADDRESSES, SYMPOSIA 

Columbia Law School, AThe Myth of the >Weak= American State,@ November, 
2008. 

 
Tel Aviv University Law School, AThe Myth of the >Weak= American State,@ June 

2008. 
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Plenary Session, Journal of Policy History Conference, ADoes the 19th Century 
Matter in Policy History,@ St. Louis, May 2008. 

 
University of Virginia, The Miller Center, ABuilding the Modern American 

Legislative State, 1877-1932,@ Conference on AEmbedding Laws in the 
American State,@ May 2008. 

 
University of Chicago Law School, Constitutional Law Workshop, AThe Myth of 

the >Weak= American State,@ January 2008. 
 

University of Alabama Law School, ALaw, History, and Constitutional 
Mythmaking,@ October 2007. 

 
Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, AThe Myth of the >Weak= 

American State,@ Paris, October 2007. 
 

University of Michigan Law School, Legal Theory Workshop, AThe 
Transformation of American Public Law,@ September 2007 (same paper 
delivered to University of Michigan History Department, December 2007). 

 
American Political Science Association, AThe Myth of the >Weak= American 

State,@ Chicago, September, 2007. 
 

American Bar Foundation, APolice Power and the Transformation of the American 
State,@ May 2007.  

 
Keynote Address, University of Pennsylvania Law School, Legal History 

Consortium Conference, February 2007. 
 
University of Chicago, Human Rights and History Symposium, AHuman Rights in 

Historical Perspective,@ February 2007 (same paper delivered to the UofC 
Human Rights Workshop, October 2007). 

 
Yale University, Institution for Social and Policy Studies, AThe Myth of American 

Statelessness,@ December 2006. 
 

University of Wisconsin-Madison, AGlobalizing Political History,@ November 2006. 
 

American Society for Legal History, November 2006, Baltimore, Md., ACitizenship 
and the Law in 19th Century America.@ 

 
SUNY-Buffalo Law School, APolice Power and the Transformation of the 

American State,@ June 2006. 
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Policy History Conference, June 2006, Charlottesville, Virginia:  ANew Histories 
of the American State.@ 

 
Indiana University Law School, ALaw and the State Control of American 

Capitalism,@ March, 2006. 
 

Harvard Business School, Comment on Edward Balleisen, AExposing Fraud in 
Nineteenth-Century America,@ November 2005. 

 
University of Chicago, American Political Development Workshop, ALaw and the 

State Control of Capitalism,@ October 2005.  
 

Northwestern University, AWorking Conference on the Public-Private Dichotomy 
in Social Policy,@ September 2005. 

 
Law and Society Association, June 2005, Las Vegas, Nevada: ALaw, 

Statebuilding, and American Political Development.@ 
 

Harvard Law School, APublic-Private Governance: A History,@ March, 2005. 
 

Princeton University, ACivil Liberties and the State in 20th Century America,@ 
February, 2005. 

 
American Bar Foundation, ACreation of the Modern American State,@ February, 

2005. 
 

Stanford University, ALaw and the State Control of American Capitalism, 
1877-1932,@ November, 2004 

 
New York University Law School, 8 talks on various legal history subjects 

delivered in Fall 2004 for the Faculty Workshop, Law and Society 
Workshop, Legal History Workshop, Furman Fellows Workshop, American 
Political Development Group, and a symposium on AProperty and the Rule 
of Law@ sponsored by the NYU Journal of Law and Liberty. 

 
National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER), AThe Social Control of the 

Business in the Progressive Era,@ July, 2004. 
 

Law and Society Association, May, 2004, Chicago, Illinois: AThe Social Control of 
Business.@ 

 
Ohio State University Law School, ALegal Origins of the Modern State,@ February, 

2004. 
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American Society for Legal History, November, 2003, Washington, D.C.: AThe 
Regulation of Business in the Progressive Era.@ 

 
UCLA Law School, AThe Legal Transformation of Citizenship,@ October, 2003. 

 
Harvard Business School, AThe Legal Foundations of the American Regulatory 

State,@ September, 2003. 
 

National Bureau of Economic Research, AFrom >The Discovery that Business 
Corrupts Politics= to >The Social Control of the Market,=@ July, 2003. 

 
University of Michigan Law School, Legal History Seminar, March, 2003: 

ACreation of the American Liberal State.@ 
 

University of Maryland, College Park, Economic History Workshop, March, 2003: 
ACreation of the American Liberal State.@ 

 
Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania, Economic History Workshop, 

December, 2002: ANineteenth-Century American Economic Policy.@ 
 

University of Pennsylvania Law School, Conference on Law and the 
Disappearance of Class, November, 2002: AThe Economic Interpretation 
of Legal History.@ 

 
American Society for Legal History, November, 2002, San Diego, California: 

ALaw and Statebuilding in Modern America.@   
 

NBER, Economics Department, Harvard University, July, 2002: ACorruption and 
Reform.@ 

 
Journal of Policy History, St. Louis, Missouri, May, 2002: AThe Legal 

Transformation of Citizenship.@ 
 

University of Tulsa Law School, March, 2002: AThe Economic Interpretation of 
Legal History.@   

 
UNLV, University Forum Lecture, February, 2002: AThe Myth of American 

Individualism.@ 
 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, May, 2001: AThe Legal Transformation of 
Citizenship in Nineteenth-Century America.@ 

 
University of Texas Law School, December, 2000: ALaw and the Modern 

American Liberal State.@  
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Massachusetts Institute of Technology, September, 2000: AThe Legal 

Transformation of Citizenship in Nineteenth-Century America.@ 
 

American Bar Foundation, January, 2000: AThe Legal Origins of the Modern 
American State.@ 

 
USC Law School, November, 1999: AInventing the Lochner Court: The 

Progressive Discovery that Law Corrupts Politics.@ 
 

Amherst College, Law 2000 Conference, October, 1999: AThe Legal Origins of 
the Modern American State.@ 

 
Journal of Policy History, 10th Anniversary Conference, June, 1999, St. Louis, 

Missouri: Keynote Panel: ABefore Skocpol and Skowronek: The Expansion 
of National Government Capacity in the United States, 1815-1860. 

 
Law and Society Association, June, 1999, Chicago, Illinois: ACorporation as 

Association at the Boundary of State and Civil Society@ 
 

University of Wisconsin Law School, University Lecture, April, 1999: ALaw, 
Capitalism, and the Liberal State: The Historical Sociology of James 
Willard Hurst.@ 

 
Columbia University, February, 1999, U.S. Political History and Institutions 

Workshop:  AThe American Law of Association: The Legal-Political 
Construction of Civil Society.@  

 
Lincoln Legal Papers Project, December, 1998, Springfield, Illinois: ALocal Court 

Records and Legal History.@ 
 

University of Michigan Law School, November, 1998, AThe Creation of the 
American Liberal State.@ 

 
Social Science History Association, November, 1998, Chicago, Illinois: ABuilding 

the Twentieth-Century Administrative State.@ 
 

Law and Society Association, June, 1998, Aspen, Colorado: AFrom Common-Law 
Jurisdiction to Constitutional Governance.@ 

 
Wilder House, University of Chicago, January, 1998:  AThe Legal-Political 

Construction of Civil Society.@ 
 

Georgetown University Law Center, October, 1997:  AThe People=s Welfare.@ 
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Woodrow Wilson Center, December, 1996:  AThe American Law of Association.@ 

 
Brandeis University, April, 1996:  Ray Ginger Lecture. 

 
Yale Law School, March, 1996:  AThe People=s Welfare.@ 

 
Woodrow Wilson Center, December, 1995, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, 

D.C.:  "Workshop on State and Society in the Early Republic." 
 

Chicago Bar Association, October, 1995, Chicago, Illinois:  "The Legal 
Foundations of American Federalism." 

 
Law and Society Association, June, 1995, Toronto, Canada:  "State-Building in 

the Nineteenth-Century United States." 
 

Business History Association, March, 1995, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida:  "Policing 
the Corporation:  The Legal Origins of Business Regulation in America." 

 
University of Pennsylvania Law School, February, 1995, Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania:  "American Law and the Well-Regulated Society." 
 

Society of Medical History of Chicago, January, 1995, Chicago Illinois:  "The 
Neurasthenic State." 

 
Law and Society Association, June, 1994, Phoenix, Arizona:  "Towards a Legal 

History of Public Health in the United States." 
 

Hastings College of Law Symposium, February, 1994, San Francisco, California: 
 "Common Regulation:  The Legal-Historical Sources of Public Power in 
American Constitutionalism." 

 
American Bar Foundation, January, 1994, Chicago, Illinois:  "American Law and 

the Well-Regulated Society, 1787-1877." 
 

American Society for Legal History, October, 1993, Memphis, Tennessee:  "The 
Road to Slaughterhouse:  The Regulation of Noxious Trade." 

 
Society of Medical History of Chicago, September, 1993, Chicago Illinois:  "The 

American State and Public Health in the Nineteenth Century." 
 

Law and Society Association, May, 1993, Chicago, Illinois:  "Public Economy 
and Public Order:  A New View of Nineteenth-Century Law and 
Economy." 
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American Association for the History of Medicine, May, 1993, Louisville, 
Kentucky:  "Public Health and Public Law." 

 
Boston University Law School, October, 1992:  "Public Law and Public Health:  

Origins of the American Regulatory State." 
 

Organization of American Historians, April 1992, Chicago, Illinois:  "Regulating 
the Public Economy:  Markets and Noxious Trades, 1787-1873." 

 
Centennial Symposium:  The Fate of Liberal Education, February 1992, The 

University of Chicago:  Roundtable:  "American Civilization:  Still the 
One and the Many?" 

 
American Society for Legal History, October, 1990, Chicago, Illinois:  "Fire and 

the  Well-Regulated Society." 
 

Symposium on Willard Hurst's The Growth of American Law, October, 1990, 
University of Wisconsin Law School:  "Willard Hurst and the Growth of 
Interdisciplinary Legal Scholarship." 

 
Law and Society Association, June 1990, San Francisco, California:  "The 

Common Law Vision of a Well-Regulated Society." 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Boards.  Editorial Board, Studies in American Political Development, Editorial 
Board, Law and History Review; Editorial Board, Enterprise and Society;  
Founding Member, American Politics and History Initiative; Board 
Member, Wilder House, 1999-2001;  Board of Directors, American 
Society for Legal History, 1997-2000. 

 
Professional Committees.  Panelist, NEH Fellowships Committee, 2008; 

Conference Committee, Economic Regulation Group, The Tobin Project, 
2006 -   ;  Hurst Summer Institute Committee, American Society for 
Legal History, 2001-     ;  Chair, Program Committee, American Society 
For Legal History Annual Meeting, 2001; Planning Committee, The 
Cambridge History of Law in America;  Hurst Book Prize Committee, Law 
and Society Association, 1993-94;  Program Committee, American 
Society for Legal History Annual Meeting, 1998, 1994, 1992. 

 
Interviews.  America Offline with Jonathan Rowe, WKMR Radio, June, 2005.  

Odyssey with Gretchen Helfrich, Chicago Public Radio, AAmerican 
Individualism,@ January, 2003; A&E, Bill Kurtis Investigative Reports: AThe 
Road to Impeachment,@ March, 1999;  Minnesota Public Radio, The 
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Mid-Morning Show, January, 1997;  National Public Radio, All Thing's 
Considered, "Series on American Federalism," July, 1995. 

   
Conference Chair/Comment.  University of Pennsylvania Law School, ALaw 

and Social Movements,@ September, 2008;  Institute for Advanced 
Studies of Jerusalem, AHistories of Legal Transplantations,@ June 2008;  
AGender and Citizenship in the American Polity,@ American Society for 
Legal History, October, 2007;  ARobin Einhorn=s American Taxation, 
American Slavery,@ Policy History Conference, June, 2006; AState of War: 
Modern American Politics and Statebuilding@ Conference, University of 
Chicago, Spring, 2006;  Chicago Humanities Festival, AMaster Class with 
David Hackett Fischer,@ November, 2005;  AFutures for U.S. Legal 
History,@ Law and Society Association (LSA), June, 2005;  AAdministrative 
Law and Politics in the Twentieth Century,@ LSA, May 2004;  APolitical 
Economy of American Industrialization,@ & APublic Policy and Private 
Organizations in American State-Building,@ Social Science History 
Association, Baltimore, November 2003;  ACitizenship, Gender, and 
Race,@ Policy History Conference, St. Louis, May 2002;  Masters of 
Comparative Law Conference, March 2000, Northwestern University Law 
School;  ANew Tools for Researching Local Legal History,@ 1999 
American Society for Legal History (ASLH);   ALaw, Norms, and 
Expertise,@ and ARhetoric and Law Reform@ and ACommodity and 
Propriety@ 1999 LSA, Chicago;  AHeirs and Liquor in Antebellum Illinois 
Law,@ 1998 Illinois History Symposium, Springfield, Ill.;  ALiberal 
Constitutionalism in the U.S.,@ 1998 ASLH, Seattle; AThe Corporation in 
American History,@ 1996 ASLH, Richmond;  ASocial Work Practice in the 
Early Twentieth Century,@ May, 1996, University of Chicago School of 
Social Service Administration;  "Policing the Social in the Progressive 
Era," 1995 ASLH, Houston;  "Corporations and Accountability" & 
"Reappraising Our Theoretical Presuppositions," 1995 LSA, Toronto;  
"Charting the Production and Reproduction of Subjects:  The Continuing 
Interaction of Labor and Legal History," 1994 LSA, Phoenix;  "Race and 
Law in the Postbellum South," 1992 ASLH, Yale Law School;  "Lincoln as 
Lawyer," 1992 Illinois State Historical Society Symposium, Springfield;  
"Jobs in Legal Studies," 1992 LSA, Philadelphia;  "Reconceptualizing 
Police in Europe and America" & "Twentieth Century California Legal 
History," 1990 ASLH, Atlanta;  "Historical Perspectives on Law and 
Society:  Prospects for the Future," 1989 LSA, Madison. 

 
University of Chicago Service.  Committee to Review the Directorship of the 

Human Rights Program (2008);  New Collegiate Division Mastership 
Search Committee (2007);  Human Rights Board, Human Rights Program 
(2004 -2008); Special Americanist Search Committee (2006);  Chair, 
History Collegiate Affairs Committee (2004); Standing Committee on 
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Academic Fraud (2003-2005);  Governing Committee of the SSCD 
(2004);  Social Science Division Saller Dissertation Prize Committee 
(2004);  Council of the University Senate (2003);  Chair, Social Science 
Collegiate Division Mastership Search Committee (2002);  New Collegiate 
Division Mastership Search Committee (2001);  Council on Teaching 
(1997-2001);  Spokesperson for the College Council (1996-97); 
Committee of the College Council (1995-97);  College Council (1995-98, 
1992-93);  Provost's Task Force on Student Experience (1994-95); 
Faculty Advisor for Social Sciences Collegiate Division (1996-97);  
College Disciplinary Committee (1995-2001);  American Political History 
Search Committee (2000-01, 1995-96); History of Science Search 
Committee (1998-99, 1997-98); Social Science s Dissertation Prize 
Committee (2000-01);  Midwest College Faculty Seminar (2001, 1995, 
1994);  Summer Seminar for Chicago Public High School Teachers 
(1996, 1995);  Pew Program "Teaching at Chicago" (2000, 1998, 1997, 
1996, 1995, 1994);  Chicago Literacy Project for Chicago Public High 
School Teachers (1995-97); Social Science Division Computing Oversight 
Committee (1995-1999);  Social Science Divisional Research Committee 
(1992-93);  Harper-Mellon Fellowship Committee (1992-93). 

 
American Bar Foundation Service.  Appointments Committee (2007-2008);  

Speakers Committee (2005-2007);  Search Committee (2001-2002; 
2002-2003); Research Committee (2000-2001). 

 
Manuscript Reviews.  Harvard University Press; Cambridge University Press; 

University of Chicago Press;  American Historical Review;  Journal of 
American History;  Law & History Review;  Law and Social Inquiry; 
Journal of Policy History; Studies in American Political Development; 
American Journal of Sociology. 

 
Nominations.  Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences;  Harvard 

Society of Fellows. 
 
 



BIOGRAPHICAL STATEMENT 
 
Mark Tushnet is William Nelson Cromwell Professor of Law at Harvard Law School.  He 
received his undergraduate degree magna cum laude from Harvard College in 1967.  He received 
a J.D. and M.A. in history from Yale University in 1971.  He clerked for Judge George Edwards 
and Justice Thurgood Marshall before beginning to teach at the University of Wisconsin Law 
School in 1973.  In 1981 he moved to the Georgetown University Law Center, and in 2006 to 
Harvard Law School.  He has been a visiting professor at the University of Texas, University of 
Southern California, University of Chicago, Columbia University, New York University, and 
Harvard law schools. 
 
Professor Tushnet is the co-author of four casebooks, including the most widely used casebook 
on constitutional law, Constitutional Law (with Stone, Seidman, and Sunstein).  He has written 
fourteen books, including a two-volume work on the life of Justice Thurgood Marshall and A 
Court Divided:  The Rehnquist Court and the Future of Constitutional Law, and edited eight 
others.  He has received fellowships from the Rockefeller Humanities Program, the Woodrow 
Wilson International Center for Scholars, and the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial 
Foundation, and has written numerous articles on constitutional law and legal history.  He was 
President of the Association of American Law Schools in 2003.  In 2002 he was elected a fellow 
of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 
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Risa Lauren Goluboff 
 

Professor of Law and History 
University of Virginia 

580 Massie Road 
Charlottesville, VA 22903 

(434) 924-3749 
goluboff@virginia.edu 

 
 
Academic Employment 
 
Stephen and Barbara Friedman Visiting Professor of Law, Columbia Law School, Spring 2009 
 
Visiting Professor of Law, New York University Law School, Fall 2008 
 
Professor of Law and History, University of Virginia, Fall 2007-present 
 
Associate Professor of Law, University of Virginia School of Law, 2003-2007   
 
Research Associate Professor, University of Virginia School of Law, 2002-2003 
 
Visiting Lecturer in Sociology, University of Cape Town, 1994-1995 (Fulbright Scholar) 
 
 
Education  
 
Princeton University, Ph.D. in History, November 2003 
 M.A. in History with Distinction, May 1999 
 Dissertation: The Work of Civil Rights in the 1940s: The Department of Justice, The 

NAACP, and African American Agricultural Labor (Hendrik Hartog, advisor) 
 
Yale Law School, J.D., April 2000 
 YALE LAW JOURNAL, Senior Editor, 1999-2000; Editor, 1996-1997 
 YALE JOURNAL OF LAW & THE HUMANITIES, Articles Editor, 1996-1997; Editor, 1995-

1996 
 
Harvard College, A.B. summa cum laude, History and Sociology, 1994 
 
 
Clerkships 
 
Law Clerk, The Honorable Stephen G. Breyer, U.S. Supreme Court, 2001-2002 
 
Law Clerk, The Honorable Guido Calabresi, U.S. Court of Appeals, Second Circuit, 2000-2001 
 
 
 
Publications 
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CIVIL RIGHTS STORIES (co-edited with Myriam Gilles, Foundation Press, 2008) 
 
Brown v. Board of Education and The Lost Promise of Civil Rights, in CIVIL RIGHTS STORIES 

(Myriam Gilles and Risa Goluboff, eds., Foundation Press, 2008) 
 
The Department of Justice and the Thirteenth Amendment, in THE PROMISES OF LIBERTY: 

THIRTEENTH AMENDMENT ABOLITIONISM (Alexander Tsessis, ed., under contract with 
Columbia University Press) 

 
“Peonage,” in Encyclopedia of the Supreme Court of the United States (David S. Tanenhaus, ed., 

forthcoming Macmillan, 2008) 
 
“NAACP,” “Peonage,” “Workers’ Defense League,” in ENCYCLOPEDIA OF U.S. LABOR AND 

WORKING-CLASS HISTORY (Eric Arnesen, ed., forthcoming Routledge, 2008). 
 
The Lost Promise of Civil Rights, HISTORICALLY SPEAKING, vol. VII (Spring 2007) 
 
THE LOST PROMISE OF CIVIL RIGHTS (Harvard University Press, 2007) 
 
Race, Labor, and the Thirteenth Amendment in the 1940s Department of Justice, 38 UNIV. OF 

TOLEDO L. REV. 883 (2007) 
  
Deaths Greatly Exaggerated, 24 LAW & HIST. REV. 201 (2006). 
 
“Let Economic Equality Take Care of Itself”: The NAACP, Labor Litigation, and the Making of 
Civil Rights in the 1940s,  52 UCLA L. REV. 1393 (2005).  
 
“We Live’s in a Free House Such as It Is”: Class and the Creation of Modern Civil Rights, 151 

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA LAW REVIEW 1977 (2003) 
 
The Unusual Journey of Vernon Lawhorn, Sam Austin, and the Green Brothers: Reverse 

Migration, Agricultural Work, and Rights Consciousness in World War II, in THE 
HUMAN TRADITION IN LABOR HISTORY (Eric Arnesen ed. 2003) 

  
A Road Not Taken: The Thirteenth Amendment and the Lost Origins of Civil Rights, 50 DUKE 

LAW JOURNAL 1609 (2001), reprinted in CIVIL RIGHTS LITIGATION AND ATTORNEY 
FEES ANNUAL HANDBOOK (Steven Saltzman ed. 2002) 

 
“Won’t You Please Help Me Get My Son Home?”: Peonage, Patronage, and Protest in the 

World War II Urban South, 24 LAW AND SOCIAL INQUIRY 777 (1999) 
 
The Historian as Peace Broker in the Legal Academy’s Culture Wars: The Lessons of  Sea 

Island Civil Rights for a Theory of Legal Instrumentalism, 5 JOURNAL OF SOUTHERN 
LEGAL HISTORY 33 (1997) 

 
Book Note, Reckoning with Race and Criminal Justice (reviewing JEROME G. MILLER, SEARCH 

AND DESTROY: AFRICAN-AMERICAN MALES IN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM), 106 
YALE LAW JOURNAL 2299 (1997) 
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Selected Honors and Prizes 
 
 James Willard Hurst Prize, co-winner, 2008 
 Carl McFarland Award (awarded every two years to a member of Virginia’s junior and 

recently tenured faculty for excellence in scholarship), 2008 
 William Nelson Cromwell Foundation Fellowship, 2004 
 Law and Society Association Dissertation Prize, 2004 
 Joseph Parker Prize, Yale Law School (co-winner best paper in legal history), 2000 
 LAW AND SOCIAL INQUIRY Graduate Student Paper Prize, 1999 
 Law and Society Association Graduate Student Paper Prize, Honorable Mention, 1999 
 Program in African American Studies Research Award, Princeton University, 1999 
 Davis Prize, Princeton University, 1998-1999 
 Rollins Prize, Princeton University, 1997-1998 
 Fulbright Scholar, Cape Town, South Africa, 1994-1995 
 Amy Biehl Fulbright Award (highest ranked Fulbright Scholar to Africa), 1994-1995 
 Honorary Mellon Fellow in the Humanities, 1994 
 Phi Beta Kappa, 1994 
 Captain Jonathan Fay Prize (most promising Radcliffe graduate), 1994 
 Thomas Temple Hoopes Prize, Harvard College (best honors theses), 1994 
 History Department Prize, Harvard College, 1994 
 Oliver Dabney Prize, Harvard College (highest achievement of woman in historical 

disciplines), 1994 
 
 
Other Publications 
 
The Battle Over Brown: How Conservatives Appropriated Brown v. Board of Education, 

http://www.slate.com/id/2169616  
The Real World: Why Judicial Philosophies Matter (with Richard Schragger), 

http://www.slate.com/id/2125817/  
 
 
Selected Paper Presentations and Conference Participation 
 
New Voices in Legal History, American Association of Law Schools 2008 Annual Meeting 
 
An Interdisciplinary and Intergenerational Conversation about Constitutional History, American 

Political Science Association 2007 Annual Meeting 
 
“The Lost Promise of Civil Rights,” Race and Class in Metropolitan America Colloquium, 

University of California, Santa Barbara (November 2007) 
 
“The Lost Promise of Civil Rights,” Panel to Commemorate the 50th Anniversary of Little Rock 

Incident, University of Richmond (November 2007) 
 
Chair, Program Committee, American Society for Legal History 2007 Annual Meeting 
  
“Of Vagrants and Wanderers: History and Mythology in Papachristou v. City of Jacksonville,” 

Law’s History: How Law Understands the Past, University of Alabama (October 2007) 
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“The Lost Promise of Civil Rights,” Legal History Colloquium, University of Minnesota Law 
School (October 2007) 

 
Comment on Thomas Sugrue, SWEET LAND OF LIBERTY, American Political Development 2006 

Fellows Conference 
 
Chair, “Rethinking the 20th-Century Supreme Court,” American Society for Legal History 2006 

Annual Meeting 
 
“New Directions: Legal Histories of Race and Nation,” Organization of American Historians 

2006 Annual Meeting 
 
“The Lost Origins of Civil Rights,” Legal Theory Colloquium, Stanford Law School (March 

2006) 
 
“The Lost Origins of Civil Rights,” Legal History Colloquium, UCLA Law School (March 

2006) 
 
Comment on Akhil Amar, America’s Constitution: A Biography, UVA Law School (March 

2006) 
 
Program Committee, American Society for Legal History 2006 Annual Meeting  
 
Program Committee, Law and Society Association 2005 Annual Meeting  
 
“The Work of Civil Rights in the 1940s: Purging Labor Cases from the NAACP’s Legal 

Strategy,” Harvard Law School (November 2004) 
 
“The Work of Civil Rights in the 1940s,” American Society for Legal History Annual Meeting 

(October 2004) 
 
“The Road to Brown,” The Road to and from Brown v. Board of Education: A Critical 

Reexamination, Miller Center of Public Affairs (June 2004) 
 
“Brown and the Historical Imagination,” Law and Society Association Annual Meeting (May 

2004) 
 
“The Work of Civil Rights in the 1940s: Purging Labor Cases from the NAACP’s Legal 

Strategy,” May Gathering, Washington, DC (May 2004) 
 
“The Work of Civil Rights in the 1940s: Purging Labor Cases from the NAACP’s Legal 

Strategy,” Legal History Workshop, Yale Law School (April 2004) 
 
“The Work of Civil Rights in the 1940s: The Department of Justice, the NAACP, and African 

American Agricultural Labor,” American Political Development Colloquium on Politics 
and History, Miller Center of Public Affairs, University of Virginia (October 2003) 

 
“‘The Crucial Struggle for Civil Liberties Today’: Labor and the Origins of the Civil Liberties 

Unit,” Legal History Workshop, University of Virginia Law School (March 2003) 
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“‘We Live’s in a Free House Such as It Is’: Class and the Creation of Modern Civil Rights,” Law 
and the Disappearance of Class in Twentieth-Century America, University of 
Pennsylvania (November 2002) 

 
Chair and Commentator, “The Twentieth Century as Legal History,” American Society for Legal 

History Annual Meeting (November 2002) 
 
“The Making of Post-War Civil Rights: The Thirteenth Amendment, Racial Equality, and Labor 

Rights in World War II,” American Society for Legal History Annual Meeting (October 
2000) 

 
“The Labor of Labor History: Rethinking the Categories of Work and Workers,” Modern 

America Workshop, Princeton University (October 1998) 
 
“‘Living in a Free Country, Working as a Slave’: Patriotism, Patronage, and Peonage in Florida 

Sugar, 1941-1943,” American Studies Association Annual Meeting (November 1998) 
 
“Social Scientific Explanations of Crimes Against Humanity,” Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission, South Africa, Working Paper #1 (June 1995) 



ADRIENNE D. DAVIS  
Washington University School of Law 
One Brookings Drive, Box 1120 
St. Louis, MO 63130 
314 935-8583 
adriennedavis@wustl.edu 
 
 
EMPLOYMENT  
January 1, 2008-present 
   Washington University School of Law (St. Louis, MO) 
   William M. Van Cleve Professor of Law 
 
January 1, 2005-June 30, 2005 
   University of Texas Law School (Austin, TX) 
   Visiting Professor of Law 
 
August 15, 2004-December 31, 2004 
   University of Alabama School of Law (Tuscaloosa, AL) 
   Frank E. Spain Visiting Professor of Law 
 
July 1, 2002 - December 31, 2000 
   University of Chicago, The Law School (Chicago, IL) 
   Visiting Professor of Law 
 
July 1, 2000 - December 31, 2007 
   University of North Carolina School of Law (Chapel Hill, NC) 
   Reef C. Ivey II Research Professor of Law 
 
January 2001-May 2001 
   Cornell Law School (Ithaca, NY) 
   Visiting Professor of Law 
 
September 1-December 31, 2000 
   Princeton History Department (Princeton, N.J.) 
   Visiting Fellow 
 
August 1998 - June 31, 2000 

American University, Washington College of Law   (Washington, D.C.) 
   Professor of Law  
   Co-Director, Gender, Work & Family Project 
 
August 1995 - August 31, 1998 
   American University, Washington College of Law   (Washington, D.C.) 
   Associate Professor of Law 
 
September 1, 1994 - August 31, 1995    
   University of San Francisco School of Law   (San Francisco, CA) 
   Associate Professor of Law (on leave) 
   American University, Washington College of Law   (Washington, D.C.) 



   Visiting Assistant Professor of Law (July 1, 1994-August 30, 1 
 
July 1, 1991- August 31, 1994 
   University of San Francisco School of Law   (San Francisco, CA) 

Assistant Professor of Law  
 
June 1992- December 1992  
   United States Court of Appeals, Third Circuit   (Philadelphia, PA) 
   Law Clerk for Judge A. Leon Higginbotham, Jr. 
 
Summer 1990 
   Sullivan & Cromwell   (New York, NY) 

Summer Associate 
 
Summer 1989 
   United States Attorney's Office   (Philadelphia, PA) 

Summer Clerk 
 
September 1987- August 1988   
   International Business Machines   (Washington, D.C.) 
   Marketing Representative 
 
 
COURSES TAUGHT  

Contracts; Trusts & Estates; Property; Slavery; Feminist Legal Theory; Law & 
Literature; Critical Race Theory; Litigating Reparations for African Americans. 

 
 
EDUCATION  
             
Yale Law School, J.D.  

Executive Committee Editor, THE YALE LAW JOURNAL 
One of five members of the committee performing the functions of the editor-in-
chief and executive and managing editors; ex officio member of several other 
committees.   

Yale College, B.A. 
Afro-American Studies with Distinction; Economics & Political Science  
Awards: 

Pickens Prize for Most Outstanding Afro-American Studies Major, Yale 
College. 

 
 
PUBLICATIONS  
Articles & Essays 
 

The Game of Love: Polygamy, Game Theory & Bargaining for Equality 
(forthcoming Utah Law Review 2009) 

 
The Adventure(s) of Blackness in Western Culture: An Epistolary Exchange on 
Old and New Identity Wars (with Robert S. Chang), Symposium on Critical Race 
Feminism, U.C. DAVIS L. REV. (2005). 



 
   Three Jeromes: A Tribute to Professor Jerome Culp, 50 VILLANOVA L. REV.  
   1801 (2005). 
 

Roundtable Discussion: Subversive Legal Moments?, 12 TEXAS JOURNAL OF 
WOMEN & THE LAW 197 (2003) (with Nathaniel Berman, Karen Engle, Janet 
Halley, Vicki Schultz, Liz Schneider). 

 
Foreword--Symposium: Unbending Gender: Why Work and Family Conflict and 
What to Do About It, 49 AMERICAN UNIVERSITY LAW REVIEW 823 (2000). 

 
Foreword--Symposium: Gender, Work & Family Project Inaugural Feminist 
Legal Theory Lecture, 8 JOURNAL GENDER, SOCIAL POLICY, & THE LAW 1 
(1999/2000) (with Joan Williams). 

 
The Case for United States Reparations to African Americans, 7 HUMAN RIGHTS 
BRIEF 3 (Spring 2000). 

 
The Private Law of Race and Sex: An Antebellum Perspective, 51 STANFORD 
LAW REVIEW 221 (1999). 

 
Identity Notes Part II: Redeeming the Body Politic, 2 HARVARD LATINO LAW 
JOURNAL 267 (1997). 

 
Identity Notes Part One: Playing in the Light, 45 AMERICAN UNIVERSITY LAW 
REVIEW 695 (1996).      
(Reprinted in CRITICAL WHITE STUDIES: LOOKING BEHIND THE 
MIRROR  231 (Richard Delgado & Jean Stefancic, eds., 1997) (Temple 
University Press). 

 
Language And Silence: Making Systems of Privilege Visible, (Stephanie M. 
Wildman with Adrienne D. Davis), 35 SANTA CLARA LAW REVIEW 881 (1995).   
(Reprinted in CRITICAL RACE THEORY: THE CUTTING EDGE 573 (Richard 
Delgado, ed., 1995) (Temple University Press) and CRITICAL WHITE 
STUDIES: LOOKING BEHIND THE MIRROR 314 (Richard Delgado & Jean 
Stefancic eds., 1997) (Temple University Press)). 

 
Foreword--Symposium: Surrogacy Legislation in California, 28 UNIVERSITY OF 
SAN FRANCISCO LAW REVIEW (1994). 

 
The Legacy of Doubt: The Treatment of Race and Sex in the Thomas-Hill 
Hearings, 65 SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA LAW REVIEW 1367 (1992) (with Stephanie 
Wildman). 
(Reprinted in CRITICAL RACE FEMINISM: A READER (Adrien Katherine Wing, 
ed., 1997) (New York University Press). 

 
Of Love and Liberation: A Book Review of Breaking Bread, 3 YALE JOURNAL OF 
LAW & LIBERATION 76 (reviewing bell hooks & Cornel West, BREAKING 
BREAD (1991)). 

 
 



Books & Book Chapters 
 

Slavery and the Roots of Sexual Harassment, in DIRECTIONS IN SEXUAL 
HARASSMENT LAW (Catharine A. MacKinnon & Reva B. Siegel editors, 
Yale University Press 2003). 

 
The “Sexual Economy” of American Slavery, in SISTER CIRCLE: MEANINGS AND 
REPRESENTATIONS OF BLACK WOMEN’S WORK (Sharon Harley et al. editors, 
Rutgers University Press 2002). 

 
PRIVILEGE REVEALED: HOW INVISIBLE PREFERENCE UNDERMINES 
AMERICA (Stephanie M. Wildman with Margalynne Armstrong, Adrienne D. 
Davis, & Trina Grillo),  (1996) (NYU Press). 

 
Miscellaneous 
 

Private Censorship and Public Choice: The Future of the Internet?: A 
Conversation with James Boyle and Adrienne Davis, DUKE MAGAZINE, Durham, 
NC, March 2003. 

 
The Political Economics of Sexual Violence, in Race, Ethnicity, Gender and 
Human Rights in the Americas: A New Paradigm for Activism 93 (Celina 
Romany editor, 2001). 

 
 
AWARDS  
May 2004  

Recipient, Frederick B. McCall Award for Teaching Excellence (awarded by 
graduating class) 

    
 
DISTINGUISHED VISITORSHIPS  

Distinguished Visitor-in-Residence, University of Toronto School of Law, Toronto, Canada 
(January 2002). 

 
Dean’s Distinguished Lecturer in Race & Legal History, Vanderbilt Law School, Nashville, TN 
(October 2000). 

 
Scholar-in-Residence, George Mason African-American Studies Department, Fairfax, VA 
(Spring 1998). 

 
 
SELECTED PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS & SERVICE  
2004-2010   
  Distinguished Lecturer, Organization of American Historians    
2004-2005   

Alternate, Administrative Board of the Library, University Faculty Council, 
University of North Carolina 

 
2004-2006   



Planning Committee, Working Group in Feminist History (Triangle-wide study group 
of faculty and graduate students) 

 
2002 (two year term) 
  Program Committee Member, Organization of American Historians 
 
2001 (two five year terms) 
  Editorial Board Member, LAW AND HISTORY REVIEW 
 
1998 (three year term)  
  Editorial Board Member, JOURNAL OF LEGAL EDUCATION 
 
1997 
  Board Member, AALS Section on Law and the Community  
 
  Board Member, AALS Section on Law and the Humanities 
 

Member, Planning Committee on Black Reparations, convened by National Coalition for 
Black Reparations in America 

 
Developed small group exercise and trained facilitators for national SALT Conference, 
Burns Conference Reconstructing Merit and Affirming Action (CUNY Law School, 
March 1997) 

 
1996 

Chair, American Association of Law Schools Section on Law and the Humanities 
 

Member, Planning Committee, Eighth Annual Critical Race Theory Workshop (co-
sponsored by WCL and Georgetown Law Center in Fall 1996) 

 
1995-96 

Member, Planning Committee, Mid-Atlantic People of Color Conference, hosted by 
Howard Law School, Spring 1996, Washington, D.C. 

 
 
GRANTS     
2003-2006 Recipient of Ford Foundation grant to research women, slavery, sexuality, and religion 

(administered through Brandeis University Feminist Sexual Ethics Project). 
 
Summer Recipient of Rockefeller grant to research the regulation of interracial intimacy at the  
2001  Bellagio Institute. 

  
1995-1998   

Recipient of Ford Foundation grants to research meanings and representations of black 
women and labor (administered through University of Maryland Afro-American Studies 
Department). 

 
 
RECENT PAPERS PRESENTED & LECTURES  

Panelist, American Slavery & the History of Reparations, Repairing the Past: Slavery, 
Genocide, Caste, and Justice in Global Comparison Conference, Yale University Gilder 



Lehrman Center for the Study of Slavery, New Haven, CT (October 2005). 
 

Third Generation Issues, Multicultural Access Panel, Urban Courts Symposium, 
Philadelphia Bar Association, Philadelphia, PA (September 2005). 

    
Panelist, Southern Fried Feminism, Southeastern Association of Law Schools Annual 
Meeting, Hilton Head, SC (July 2005). 

 
Commentator, Law & Humanities Junior Scholar Writing Workshop (co-sponsored by 
Columbia, Georgetown, UCLA, & USC law schools), Georgetown University Law 
Center, Washington, DC (June 2005). 

 
Panelist, Inheritance in Comparative Perspective, Law & Society Annual Meeting, Las 
Vegas, NV (June 2005). 

    
Prisons “&” Bars: Some Thoughts on Janet Halley’s Taking a Break from Feminism, 
Feminist & Queer Legal Theory: Convergences & Departures Conference, Emory Law 
School Feminist Legal Theory Project (April 2005). 

 
The Adventure(s) of Blackness in Western Culture: An Epistolary Exchange on Old and 
New Identity Wars (with Robert S. Chang), Critical Race Feminism Conference, 
University of California at Davis, Davis, CA (April 2005).  

 
Interracial Intimacy, Caste & the Shadow Family, Presented to Faculty Workshops at 
Duke Law School, Durham, NC (March 2005); University of Texas Law School, Austin, 
TX (April 2005); Texas Wesleyan Law School, Ft. Worth, TX (April 2005). 

 
Making “Waves”: The Politics of Periodization and Race in Feminist Theory, 
Organization of American Historians Distinguished Lecture, Northern Kentucky 
University, Highland Heights, KY (March 2005). 

 
Manumission, Miscegenation & Marriage, Presented to Professor Mitu Gulati’s Critical 
Race Theory Class, University of Virginia School of Law, Charlottesville, VA (February 
2005). 

 
Panelist, (Re)Examining Slavery Reparations, Public Service Law Conference, 
University of Virginia Law School, Charlottesville, VA (February 2005). 

 
Speaker, Plenary Session on The Engaged Scholar, AALS Annual Meeting, San 
Francisco, CA (January 2005). 

 
Commentator, New Meanings of Property Panel, American Association of Legal 
Historians Annual Meeting, Austin, TX (October 2004).   

 
Speaker, Plenary Session, Second National People of Color Legal Scholarship 
Conference, George Washington Law School, Washington, DC (October 2004).  

 
A Tale of Three Justices, Faculty Workshop, University of Alabama Law School, 
Tuscaloosa, AL (October 2004).   

 
Panelist, Closing Roundtable: Reflections: UNC and Contested Historical Memories, 



Remembering Reconstruction at Carolina Conference, Chapel Hill, NC (October 2004). 
 

Commentator, Responsibility & Historic Injustice Panel, American Political Science 
Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL (September 2004). 

 
Panelist, Reparations, AALS Mid-Year Conference on Racial Justice in the New 
Millenium, Portland, OR (June 2004). 

   
Panelist, Plenary Session: Disciplinary Approaches to Teaching Property, AALS Mid-
Year Conference on Teaching Property, Portland, OR (June 2004).   

 
Panelist, Gender & Civil Rights, Pursuing Equal Justice in the West Conference, 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas, Las Vegas, NV (February 2004). 

 
Panelist,Law and Sex, Sexuality, Gender, and the Family Conference, co-sponsored by 
the Harvard Law School Program on Law & Social Thought & Duke Women’s Studies 
Department, Cambridge, MA (November 2003). 

        
Panelist, Law, Violence & Gender, American Society of Legal Historians Annual 
Meeting, Washington, DC (November 2003).  

 
Author Meets Readers, Rachel Moran, Interracial Intimacy, Law & Society Annual 
Meeting, Pittsburg, PA (June 2003). 

 
Panelist, Reparations: Why, for Whom, How, and How Much?, Spelman College, 
Atlanta, GA (April 2003).  

  
Panelist in Part I, Video-conference Participant in Part II, Reparations in Perspective: 
Two Public Conversations, co-sponsored by Duke University Franklin Humanities Center 
& Harvard University; Durham, NC (April 2003). 

 
Panelist, State-of-the-Field: Reproductive Rights, Organization of American Historians 
Annual Meeting (April 2003).    

 
Interviewer, Private Censorship and Public Choice: The Future of the Internet?: 
sponsored by Duke Magazine, Durham, NC (March 2003). 

 
The Sexual Economy of American Slavery, Presented at Duke University Feminist Studies 
Across the Disciplines Lecture Series, Durham, NC (March 2003); Duke Women’s 
Studies Women’s History Month Talk, Durham, NC (March 2004); University of 
Tennessee Women’s Studies Lecture Series, Knoxville, TN (March 2004). 
Keynote Speaker, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, Lake Forest College, Chicago, IL 
(January 2003). 

 
Panelist, AALS Annual Meeting, Joint Session on Donative Transfers, Indian Nations, 
and Minority Groups, Washington, DC (January 2003).   

 
Speaker, Roundtable Discussion: Subversive Legal Moments?, University of Texas Law 
School, Austin, TX (November 2002). 

    
Slavery and the Roots of Sexual Harassment, Professor Kathryn Abrams’ Feminist 



Jurisprudence Class, Boalt Hall, University of California, Berkeley, CA (October 2002); 
Presented at Gender Studies Program Workshop, University of Chicago, Chicago, IL 
(November 2002); Yale Law School Collective on Women of Color Speaker Series, New 
Haven, CT (April 2003). 

 
Panelist, Social Justice Conference, Seattle University Law School, Seattle, WA 
(September 2002). 

 
Panelist, The Formation of Gender Identity & Black Women’s Work, Berkshires 
Conference of Women’s Historians, University of Connecticut, Storrs, CT (June 2002). 

 
Speaker, Race, Reparations & Restoration Conference, Brown University Afro-American 
Studies Department, Providence, RI (October 2001). 

 
Keynote Speaker, AALS Joint Session of Sections on Donative Transfers & Family Law, 
Palm Springs, CA (March 2001). 

 
From Pancakes to Broadway: Women at Work in Imitation of Life, Commodification 
Futures Conference, University of Denver Law School,Denver, CO (March 2001).  

 
The Juridical & Political Viability of Black Reparations, Collegium on African American 
Research, Sardinia, Rome (March 2001).   

 
Panelist, Legal History and Stratification, Law, Culture & the Humanities Conference, 
University of Texas, Austin, TX (March 2001). 

 
Participant, Debate on Affirmative Action, University of Chicago, The Law School, 
Chicago, IL (March 2001). 

 
“Loving Against the Law: The History & Jurisprudence of Interracial Sex,” Faculty 
Workshops at Yale Legal History Forum (October 2000); University of Oregon Law & 
History Seminar (November 2000); Cornell Law School & History Department (March 
2001); U.C. Davis Law School; Fordham Law School (February 2001); Albany Law 
School (October 2001); Brooklyn Law School (March 2002); Wayne State Law School, 
(April 2002); Chicago-Kent Law School (February 2003); Rutgers Camden Law School 
(March 2003). 

 
  Paper, Yale Law School Collective on Women of Color (October 2000). 

 
Panelist, Black Women and Work: Multiple Sites of Inequality, Eastern Sociological 
Association, Baltimore, MD (March 2000). 

 
Panelist, Civic Property, Law, Culture and the Humanities Conference,Georgetown 
University Law Center, Washington, D.C. (March 2000). 

 
Panelist, Prosecuting and Defending Violence: Race and Gender, Law, Culture and the 
Humanities Conference, Georgetown University Law Center, Washington, D.C. (March 
2000). 
 

 
OTHER TEACHING EXPERIENCE  



BARBRI/Barbri Law School Prep 
  Lecturer, 1997 - present. 
 
University of San Francisco 
1993  Race and Ethnicity in American Politics in the Department of Politics. 
 
Yale College  
1990  Instructor in college seminar program.  Taught a course exploring evolving African-

American conceptions of freedom and rights as evidenced in slave autobiographies and 
novels throughout the twentieth century. 



GARY GERSTLE 
 
3827 Richland Avenue      615-322-2575 (w) 
Nashville, Tennessee 37205     615-385-5960 (h) 
gary.gerstle@vanderbilt.edu     609-439-2731 (c) 
         
EDUCATION 
 
Ph.D.    Harvard University, 1982, American History 
M.A.     Harvard University, 1978, American History 
B.A.   Brown University, 1976, magna cum laude, History 
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Study, April 2004 
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Studies Program at Macalester College, April 2004 
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“Immigration and the Future of American Citizenship,” Sawyer Seminar, CUNY Grad  
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“Liberty and Liberalism in America,” Université François Rabelais, Tours, France, Sept. 2001 
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“Immigration and Ethnicity in the American Century,” Montgomery College, Maryland,  

October 2001; Meeting of Fulbright scholars, Washington, D.C., March 2001 
 
”Why Are There No Black Soldiers in Saving Private Ryan? Race and Nation in Twentieth- 

Century,” Address to University of Maryland undergraduates, February 2001 
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“Varieties, Histories, and Futures of Multiculturalism in the United States” 
“The Nation and its Future” 

 
 “Repression, the State, and American Labor during the Twentieth Century,” conference on
 “Authoritarianism, Repression, and Memory: A Contemporary History,” Museu da  

Republica, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, September 2000 
 
“The New Labor History at Middle Age: The Case of the United States,” Universidade Federal  
 do Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, September 2000 
 
“Theodore Roosevelt and the Progressive Tradition,” Conference on “The Progressive Tradition 
 in America: Politics, Culture, History,” at Princeton University, October 2000 
 
“The Rise and Fall of an American Nation,” Michigan State University, 2000 
 
“Immigration Restriction and the Making of Modern America,” Michigan State University, 

February 2000   
 

“From Theodore Roosevelt to Multiculturalism: National Identity Across the American  
Century,” University of Maryland, October 1999 

 
“American Freedom, American Coercion: Immigrant Journeys to the `Promised Land,’” plenary  

session, Annual Meeting of the International Society for the Study of Religion, Leuven,  
Belgium, July 1999 
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 “American Nationalism and Multiculturalism: A Twentieth-Century History,” Ben Gurion  
 University, Beersheva, Israel, June 1999 
 
“Immigration and Ethnicity in the American Century,” University of New Hampshire, 
 April 1999 

 
“War, Race, and American Nationalism, 1941-1945,” Catholic University of America, 
 October 1998 
 
“Theodore Roosevelt’s Racialized Nation,” International Institute for Social History,  

Amsterdam, and Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge University, 1998 
 
 “Constructing the Nation: Civic Ideals, Race, and the Politics of Immigration Restriction, 
 1917-1924,” University of Minnesota, April 1998 
 
“Liberty, Coercion, and the Making of Americans,” Columbia University, September 1997 
 
“Revisiting John Higham’s Strangers in the Land: The Perspective from Forty Years,”  
 Balch Institute for Ethnic Studies,” Philadelphia, October 1996 
 
“The Transformation of Ethnic Communites in 1930s America,” Woodrow Wilson Center 
 of International Scholars, Smithsonian Institution, October 1996 
 
“American Nationalism and Multiculturalism: A Twentieth-Century History,” Columbia 
 University, September 1996 and University of Massachusetts, March 1996 
 
“Ethnicity, Race, and National Identity in the United States, 1900-1970,” Japanese  
 Association for American Studies, Tokyo, and Ritsumeikan University, 
 Kyoto, Japan, June 1996 
 
“Immigrants, Ethnics, and American Identity, 1880-1950,” SSRC Conference, 
 Sanibel, Florida, January 1996, and University of Virginia, March 1996 
 
“Progressivism: The Lessons for Today,” Tarrant County Junior College, Ft. 

Worth, Texas, March 1996  
 
“The Uniting of America: Reflections on the Destruction of a Multicultural Society, 

1900-1950,” American University, November 1995 
 
Op-Ed Pieces, Congressional Testimony, and Media Commentary  
 
“Becoming Americans—U.S. Immigrant Integration,” Testimony before the U.S. House of  
 Representatives Committee on the Judiciary, Subcommittee on Immigration, Citizenship,  
 Refugees, Border Security, and International Law, May 16, 2007 
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“The Neglect of the American Elite,” (with Steve Fraser), The Chronicle  
Review, April 1, 2005, B13-14. 

 
“Making Sense of the New Census: Is America on the Verge of Transcending Race?,” San  

Francisco Chronicle, July 11, 2001; Times Union Albany, July 15, 2001; Cleveland Plain  
Dealer, July 25, 2001. 

 
Radio interviews about American Crucible, the Leon Wilmer Show, Howard University,  

February 2003; WHAT (Philadelphia), September 2002 and April 2001; KPFW  
(Washington), WLIB (New York), KPFW (Los Angeles),  KVON (Napa, CA), April- 
October 2001; TV interview with UMTV (College Park) in May 2001  

 
TV and Radio interviews on a variety of subjects, including patriotism (NPR, To the Point, 

 March 2008); immigration (Lou Dobbs show, July 2007); ruling elites in American  
history, KVON (April 2005); patriotism, September 11, the War on Terror, antiwar 
movements, and the Great Depression with “Odyssey,” WBEZ, NPR, Chicago, March 
2003, February 2004, October 2004; “The O’Reilly Factor,” Fox Radio, February 2003;  
“To the Point,” Public Radio International, May 2002 

 
Interviewed and quoted numerous times and on many different subjects by print journalists 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE  
 
Editorial Board, American Historical Review, 2005-2008 
Co-Editor (with William Chafe, Linda Gordon, and Julian Zelizer), “Politics and Society in 

Twentieth-Century America,” a Princeton University Press series, 1997-  (almost 30 
             books  published, approximately 15 book awards, numerous Choice Outstanding  
 Academic Books) 
Workshop Leader, Teaching American History Seminars: Greencastle, PA teachers, June 2008;  
 Fall River, MA teachers, September 2007; Worcester, MA, teachers, May 2007; Roanoke  
 Rapids, North Carolina, teachers, June 2006 
Member, Social Studies Task Force, State of Maryland, appointed to investigate the decline in 

 the teaching of history and other social studies disciplines in Maryland’s public schools, 
2005-2006 

Program Committee, Annual Meeting of American Historical Association, 2006 
External Review Committee, Department of History, University of Colorado, February 2009, 
 and Rutgers University, Newark, 2004 
Advisory Board for various public television projects, including The Jewish Americans (2008) 

 and The Latino Americans (in progress), both by WETA.   
Editorial Board, Journal of American History, 1998-2002 
Chair, Nominating Board, American Studies Association, 2003-2004  
Nominating Board, American Studies Association, 2001-2004 



 11

Member, Maryland State Advisory Committee, U.S. Civil Rights Commission, 2001-2004 
Host, a month-long electronic discussion on immigration and ethnicity for teachers of the U.S.  

History Survey for the Center for History and New Media, George Mason University,  
November 1999 

Chair, Merle Curti Prize Committee, OAH, 1998-2000, for best book in U.S. social history 
Workshop Leader on Immigrant Cultures and Ethnicity, Second NEH Summer Institute for High  

School Teachers, Montgomery County, Maryland, June 2001, and October 2001 
NEH Reviewer, Public Programs (Movie Proposals), 2000, Summer Seminars and Institutes,  
 1997, and National Conversation on Pluralism and American Identity, June 1995 
Co-Director (with John Mollenkopf), SSRC conference, “Immigrants, Civic Culture, and  
 Modes of Political Incorporation, Sante Fe, May 1997 
Co-Chair, Program Committee, 1995 Meeting, American Studies Association (Pittsburgh) 
Co-Director, research project (1993-96) on comparative experience of Iraqi and Moroccan 
 immigrants to Israel, 1948-1970 
Editorial Board, Washington History, 1992-1995 
Co-Consultant, with James McPherson, American Political Leaders: A Biographical Dictionary 
 (ABC-CLIO, 1991) and American Social Leaders (ABC-CLIO, 1993) 
Commentator/Chair, Woodrow Wilson Center, 2005; OAH panels, 2003, 2001, 1999, 1998,  

1995, 1991; AHA panels, 2007, 2002, 1998, 1997, 1996, 1994, 1990; ASA panels, 1997,  
1995; Davis Center Seminar, Princeton University, 2003, 1999, 1993; North American  
Labor History Conference, 1994, 1992; Southern Labor Studies Conference, 1991; joint  
AHA-CHA panel, 1989; Discussant, The Future of German-American History  
Conference, Philadelphia, April 1999 

Referee, Harvard, Cambridge, Cornell, Chicago, Columbia, Princeton, Illinois, Temple, and  
Mississippi University Presses; Woodrow Wilson Center Press, Basic Books,  
Smithsonian Press, AHR, JAH, American Quarterly, Radical History Review, Catholic  
Historical Review  

Reviewer, Applications to Woodrow Wilson Center (1995-1999), National Humanities Center 
 (1997-2007) 
Tenure and Promotion Reviewer, 1995-2008, London School of Economics, University of  
 California at Berkeley (2x), New School for Social Research, George Washington 

 University, Emory University, Columbia University, University of Pennsylvania, 
 University of Massachusetts (Dartmouth), University of Michigan, University of 
Chicago, University of Rhode Island, University of Washington, MIT (4x), Princeton 
University (2x), University of Florida, Georgetown University, University of North 
Carolina-Charlotte, Rutgers University-Newark, Boston University, University of 
Oklahoma, Harvard University (4x), University of Pittsburgh (2x), University of 
Colorado, Yale University (2x), Wesleyan University, University of Minnesota (3x), 
Indiana University, University of West Virginia, University of California (Santa Barbara) 
(2x), University of California (San Diego), Queens College-CUNY, Duke University 
(3x), SUNY-Buffalo 

Lecturer, DeWitt-Wallace Reader’s Digest Institute on American History (summer institute for  
high school teachers [1995, 1990]) 

Consultant, American History Workshop, 1989; as an associate, 1980-82, wrote and co-edited 
 The Fall River Sourcebook 
Chairman, McCormick Prize Committee (best book or article on New Jersey history), 1986-90 
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Member, Driscoll Prize Committee (best dissertation on New Jersey history), 1994, 1985, 1984 
Conference Co-Director, “Socialism in America: A Conference to Mark the Centenary of 
 Norman Thomas,” Princeton University, November 1984 
Historian, Slater Mill Historic Site, 1980-81, for a textile history exhibit 
 
 
UNIVERSITY SERVICE 
 
I have 13 graduate students working with me at the Ph.D. level, 7 at the University of Maryland 
and 6 at Vanderbilt University.  Nine of them are at the dissertation writing stage.  I also serve 
and have served on numerous Ph.D. and M.A. committees. 
 
Vanderbilt University 
 
Director, Vanderbilt History Seminar, 2007- 
Chair, Committee to Design the Vanderbilt Institute for Advanced Study, 2008- 
Member, U.S. in the World Search Committee, 2008-2009 
Faculty Associate, East House, Freshman Commons, 2008- 
Chair, 20th Century U.S. History Search Committee, 2007-2008 
Member, Senior Advisory Review Committee, College of Arts and Science, 2007-2008 
  
University of Maryland 
 
University: 
 
ACCESS Committee (oversees undergraduate teaching program across the university), 2004- 
University of Maryland-National Archives Committee, 2004- 
 
College of Arts and Humanities: 
 
External Member, Self-Study, School of Languages, Literatures, and Cultures, 2005-2006 
Chair, Search Committee for a Chair in Department of Classics, 2003-2004 
Administrative Council, 2003-2006 
Advisory and Planning Committee, 2002-2004 
 
Department of History:  
 
Executive Committee, Department of History, 2000-2001, 2003-2006 
Board, Center for Historical Studies, 1999-2006 
Undergraduate Program Committee, 2003-2006 
Graduate Program Committee, 1999-2001, 2003-2006 
Chair, Search Committee for a senior scholar in Twentieth-century U.S. Media, 2000-2001 
Chair, APT Subcommittee for Assistant Professor Tenure Case, 1999-2000 
Ph.D. Comprehensive Exam Committee, History Department, 1999-2001 
Planning Committee, Conference, “An American Twentieth Century?”  October 1999 
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At Other Universities:  
 
Head, U.S. Section, Department of History, Catholic University, 1996-98 
Chair, Search Committee, for a senior American Catholic historian (1996-97), and a junior U.S.  

colonial historian (1994-95), Catholic University 
Coordinator, History Department Colloquium Series, Catholic University, 1994-95, 1996-97 
Coordinator, Lecture Series on American Catholic History, Catholic University, 1996-97 
Executive Secretary, Davis Center for Historical Studies, Princeton University, 1987, 1985 
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