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William E. Nelson (nominated to the Committee by Harry N. Scheiber, UC Berkeley;
seconded by Robert W. Gordon, Stanford University, Laura Kalman, UC Santa Barbara,
and Lucy Salyer, University of New Hampshire).

Bill Nelson has been for forty years one of the central and leading figuresin the
development of legal history in the United States. Nelson’s extensive and influential
scholarship is remarkable for the sheer diversity of topicsit has investigated and methods
it has deployed. In twelve books and some forty articles, his research has run the gamut
from the colonial period to the twentieth century, from constitutional law to biography,
and to organizational history. Asimportant, at New Y ork University Nelson has been a
major mentor to, and influence upon, young scholars. For years, the Samuel 1. Golieb
Fellowship program (established in 1981) has provided young legal historians with
research support and a forum to present their work. The Golieb fellowship has been
particularly crucial in sustaining doctoral students as they make the transition from PhD
dissertation to book manuscript. The famous NY U legal history collogquium has played
no lesser rolein sustaining the field. Finally, Nelson has also played amgjor role in the
leadership of the ASLH, sitting on many of the ASLH’ s committees and currently
chairing the Committee on the Future of the Society.
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